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2007-08 District of Columbia Schools Student Survey 

DCPS 

 

We wish to thank all of the students from DCPS who participated in the 2007-08 DC Student Survey for their time and effort.  In June, 
surveys were administered to students in 7th to 12th grade.  There was a 31% response rate. Survey questions were included to address 
areas of interest to school stakeholders including students, DCPS and central staff.  Of the diverse student body surveyed at DCPS, 57% 
were female and 44% were male. The demographic breakdown of the respondents included 84% that self identified as Black, 12% that 
identified as Hispanic, and 4% that identified as Other.  Additionally, 31% of the students surveyed have Individual Education Plans and 
35% are multilingual.  The first section of this report details the demographic information of student respondents and their overall opinion 
of their school.  The following sections feature a summary of the responses based on the elements of the Effective Schools Framework 
followed by a breakdown of the responses into these categories.   
 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Grade 
 

Student 
Respondents  

N 
Respondents 

7th 18.4% 770 

8th 19.3% 807 

9th 16.5% 690 

10th 15.4% 642 

11th 8.8% 366 

12th 11.5% 481 

Unknown 10.0% 416 

Total 100.0% 4179 
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
Demographics 
Of the respondents, 57% were female and 44% were male.  Eighty-four percent self identified as Black, 12% as Hispanic, and 4% Other.   
 
Overall Satisfaction with Individual Schools 
The majority of students surveyed were satisfied with their schools and the expectations set by their teachers. Similarly, the respondents 
reported high levels of satisfaction with the quality of education at their schools.  The vast majority of respondents believed that their 
teachers were providing positive learning environments and that they provided help when necessary.   
 
Perceptions of the Principals 
Most respondents are satisfied with their principals and believe that they are managing the school well.  Results showed that students 
believe principals were adequately involved with their schools. 
 
Resources Available at Individual Schools 
Most respondents reported their schools had enough computers and the appropriate software was installed.  In general, students 
believed there was adequate access to the internet and printers but there were many students who disagreed that this technology was 
available in classrooms.  
 
School Safety 
The majority of students indicated their schools were safe. However, only 50% felt safe outside around their schools. 
 
School Maintenance 
Only 51% of respondents thought their schools were in good physical condition and 42% thought that their schools were clean. 
 
Mutual Respect 
The majority of students felt like there was mutual respect between students and teachers.  Eighty-three percent of students had at least 
one adult at the school that they felt they could go to if something was wrong. 
 
Discipline 
Most students agreed everyone is expected to follow the rules.  However, only 53% thought that discipline was equally implemented. 
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Student-School Interaction 
The majority of students were engaged in school 94% reported they tried to do well in school.  Eighty-seven percent thought about the 
consequences of their actions and 91% said they respected the differences between people. 
 
How Well are DCPS Students Prepared 
Although students reported knowing their grades in school, they did not know their results on the DC CAS.  Almost half of the students 
(46%) reported having taken an SAT Prep class and over 90% believed they were on track to graduate from high school and knew the 
requirements to do so.  Eighty-four percent indicated they plan to attend a 4-year college.   
 
Extracurricular Activities 
The activities students most frequently stated they would participate in included school sports, tutoring, career education, and community 
service/volunteering.  The most commonly cited activities that students reported having participated in included school sports, tutoring, 
and SAT/AP test preparation. 
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Schools at a Glance 
 

Individual questions were grouped into scales based on the DCPS Effective Schools Framework.  Average ratings on the scales are provided 
below. Higher ratings indicate greater levels of student approval.   
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Teaching and Learning—Students reported standards were high and they received extra help when needed. However, many students felt 
they were not expected to take advanced classes and were not provided with advanced work when they knew the material being taught.   
 
Leadership—Students felt their principals set high standards and shared their goals with the student body. However, a large percentage 
did not believe their principal asked students for their ideas. 
 
Resources—Although most students indicated their schools had technological resources, many students strongly disagreed that 
technology was used in their classroom and felt they did not have easy access to printers.   
 
Safe and Effective Learning Environment—Students reported there was an adult at school they could speak with if something was wrong 
and their teachers enforced the rules throughout school.  They felt safe within their classrooms, though they do not feel safe outside of 
school.   
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Teaching and Learning 

Does Instruction Enable Student Achievement? 

51% 51%
39%

19% 28%

22%

23% 15% 26%
7%

5%
13%
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60%

40%

20%
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My school is on the right

track for student

achievement

(3994)

Teachers have set high

standards for students

(3993)

All students are expected to

take advanced classes, such

as honors, Advanced

Placement or International

Bacclaureate or classes that

lead to professional

certification

(3897)

 

Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree 
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Teaching and Learning 

Is High Quality Education Evident?

50% 55% 50% 48% 49%

22% 21% 21% 16% 21%

21% 19% 22% 26% 22%

7% 6% 7%
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40%
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The teachers at my

school are good at

their jobs

(4014)

In class we often

discuss different

interpretations of

the things we read

(3940)

My classes really

make me think

(3934)

The topics we are

studying are

interesting

(3947)

The topics we are

studying are

challenging

(3942)

 

Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree 
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Teaching and Learning 

Do Teachers Foster a Positive Classroom Environment? 

51% 50% 53% 55% 50%

28% 23% 24% 29%
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My teachers

inspire me to learn

(3996)

My teachers often

connect what I am

learning to life

outside the

classroom

(3981)

My teachers

encourage

students to share

their ideas about

things we are

studying in class

(3972)

My teachers often

require me to

explain my

answers

(3955)

My teachers often

assign homework

that helps me

learn

(3956)

 

Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree 
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Teaching and Learning 

Is Academic Support Provided for Advanced and Struggling Students? 

31%
15%

23%

9%

2%

7%

44%
53% 52%

17%

30%
18%

100%

80%
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40%

20%
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20%

40%
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When students in this school already

know the material that is being taught,

the teacher gives them more advanced

assignments

(3946)

My teachers give me extra help when I

need it

(3830)

I am strongly supported within my

school

(3974)

 

Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree 
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Leadership 

Does Your Principal Offer Instructional and Organizational Leadership?

49% 48% 47%

27% 32%
17%

17% 14%
27%

7% 6%
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The principal at my school shares

his/her goals for our school with

students

(4058)

The principal at my school sets

high standards for student

learning

(4035)

The principal at my school makes

the school run smoothly

(4042)

 

Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree 
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Leadership 

How Involved Is Your Principal?

38%
49% 43% 45% 49%

16%

26%
20% 22% 21%

30%
17% 26% 23% 21%
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11% 11% 8%
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The principal at my

school asks students

about their ideas

(4021)

The principal at my

school looks out for

students

(4029)

The principal at my

school visits

classrooms frequently

(4043)

The principal at my

school is available to

talk

(4014)

The principal at my

school highlights

student

accomplishments

regularly

(4008)

 

Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree 
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Resources 

Do Students Have Access to Technology?

39% 36% 37% 35%
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19%

25% 21% 23% 27%

15%
13% 15%

20%

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

We have enough

computers

(3964)

We have appropriate

computer software

(3942)

I have easy access to the

Internet at school

(3940)

I have easy access to a

printer that works

(3950)

  

 
Always 
Sometimes 
Rarely 
Never 
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Resources 

Do Students Have Access to Resources?

35% 41% 47%

20%
23% 17%

23% 24% 26%

22% 12% 9%
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Current technology is used in my

classrooms

(3923)

We have enough books for all

students

(3959)

My classrooms have the

instructional materials we need

(3964)

 

Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree 
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 Safe and Effective Learning Environment 

Is Your School Secure?

48% 46% 50% 47%

20% 28%
32%

21%

22% 19% 13% 21%

9% 7%
5%

10%

100%

80%
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20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

I feel safe at my school

(4037)

School entrances are

always monitored

(4025)

School security devices

work

(4021)

Security personnel at my

school do a good job

(4030)

 

 

 

 
Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree 
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Safe and Effective Learning Environment 
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Safe and Effective Learning Environment 

Is Your School Well Maintained?

37% 32% 40%

14%
10%

12%

30% 31% 28%

19%
26%

21%

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%
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80%

100%

Classrooms in my school are in

good physical condition

(3963)

My school is clean

(3944)

My school is well maintained

(3943)

 

Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree 
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Safe and Effective Learning Environment 

Do the Staff Foster Mutual Respect?

25%
17% 11%

25%
17%

9%

5%
6%

7%
9%

51% 56%
40%

51% 51%

16%
22%

43% 17% 23%
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20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

The teachers look out

for the personal welfare

of students

(3959)

Staff and the

administrator(s) get

along well at my school

(4023)

There is at least one

adult at this school I can

talk to if something is

wrong

(4003)

The teachers take

responsibility for

improving their school

(3964)

The teachers treat me

with respect

(3976)

   

 

 
Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree 
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Safe and Effective Learning Environment 

Is Discipline Enforced Equitably?

21% 23%
31%

10% 8%

16%

44% 50%
37%

25% 20%
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60%
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Everyone is expected to follow the

rules

(4066)

The teachers help maintain discipline in

the entire school, not just in the

classroom

(3993)

The teachers treat all students fairly

(3932)

   

 

Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree 
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How Well Are You Interacting With Your School?

4% 5% 10% 12% 10% 7% 12% 12%2% 2%
2% 1% 2% 2%

4% 5%

42% 46% 48% 50% 50% 50% 47% 51%

52% 48% 40% 37% 39% 41%
37% 33%
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I try to do well

in school

I know what I

do well in

school and

what areas I

need to work

on

I ask for help

from my

teachers or

others when I

need it

When I make a

decision, I

think about

what might

happen

afterwards

I set goals and

then work to

achieve them

I respect the

ways in which

people are

different

I get along well

with other

students

I work well

with other

students

   

 

Strongly Agree 
Agree 
Disagree 
Strongly Disagree 



DCPS Student Survey Results (2007-2008)       19 

 

How Prepared Are DCPS Students To Be High Achievers?* 
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Could DCPS Schools Provide More Extra-Curricular Activities? 

 
 
If you have any additional questions please contact The Office of Data and Accountability.  


